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Farewell from Chris Gardner 
 

Chris is leaving the RD&E in April after 22 years, of which 18 years as R&D 

Manager.  He was originally appointed by John Tooke in 1999 when the R&D office 

consisted of 2 staff plus the Director.  As well as supporting the setup of the Peninsula 

Medical School in 2000 Chris has developed the R&D function which has grown to 

150 staff and £14m of NIHR infrastructure income and over £1M of commercial 

income per year.   

 

                                           
 

After completing a diploma in Innovation and Change Management in 2007, R&D 

also provide support for staff innovation.  Chris is also a member of the newly formed 

national Health Research Leadership Organisation. 

 

Chris says “this was a very hard decision, but I’m looking forward to spending more 

time with my family, travelling and supporting charity work”. 

 

Chris is going to be sadly missed by all in the R&D team.  We all wish you the best for 

the future. 

 

Research & Development Interactive Kiosk 
 

Samantha Smart and Tracey Hole have been busy arranging for a trial of an 

interactive kiosk for the Research & Development department.  We are hoping for 

this to be in place at the end of April, keep an eye out for it somewhere in the 

hospital. 

 

 

The Kiosk will be used as an information center for all things 

happening in Research & Development, including access to 

the various studies that are open and recruiting at the RD&E.  

We will also be highlighting the “study of the Month” as well 

as including a patient’s story of just how well research 

helped them.  There will also be the chance to get involved 

in research yourselves as well as links to our own 

RDEResearch website, Twitter feed and Facebook page. 

 

The front screen will look like the template below. 

file://rdegroups/R&D_shared$/R&D%20Admin/Information%20Analyst/IT/Newsletters/Newsletter/www.rderesearch.co.uk
https://twitter.com/RDEResearch
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National survey reveals strong support for 

health research – NIHR News 

A national survey has found strong public support for health research, but highlighted 

that more needs to be done to ensure people from lower socio-economic groups 

and ethnic minorities are equally confident about health research. 

The survey, commissioned by the Health Research Authority (HRA) and National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR), found eight in ten people think health research is 

very important. Fifty per cent would be very confident that they’d be treated with 

dignity and respect if they took part in a health research study. 

But the survey found that figure dropped to 39 per cent among those in social class 

DE, and 35 per cent among those in ethnic minorities. 

The survey also found that 72 per cent of people are confident their personal data 

would be held securely in a study. Half think patients receive a better quality of care 

if the hospital they attend also carries out research 

Teresa Allen, HRA Interim CEO, said: “Understanding public attitudes to research is an 

important part of the way both we and the NIHR involve and engage the public in 

our work. The results of this survey are interesting reading, and will inform our research 

policy and practice. 

“Tracking attitudes over time can identify issues where further effort is needed to 

build a relationship of trust with the ultimate beneficiaries of research – patients, 

carers and the public. The report identifies the less positive perception of research 

among lower socio-economic groups and ethnic minorities as one area that needs 

to be a priority for both our organisations in the coming years.” 

Simon Denegri, NIHR National Director for Patients and the Public in Research, 

said: “We welcome the fact that this year’s survey once again highlights the public’s 

strong support for health research and their high level of confidence in the way 

research is conducted. The survey showed people associate research in the NHS with 

access to better quality of care. But it also found that most people did not believe or 

were not aware of research taking place in their local hospital. This suggests much 

more needs to be done to raise public awareness of research in the NHS if people 

are not to miss out on the opportunity to test potentially better treatments as part of 
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their care.”  

 

ANODE Study 
 

Well done to the ANODE Study team, led by research nurses Jacqui Tipper (lead) 

and Jenny Cunningham.  They achieved 9 recruits, in February!!   

 

                           
 

Jacqui and Jenny worked really closely with the clinical team to ensure that all 

possible women were recruited, whilst working on a really hectic labour unit.  It did 

involve them both being visible on the labour ward on each day and talking to the 

clinical staff – both midwives and doctors. 
 

 

Happy Birthday RD&E Research Repository! 
 

Two years ago the RD&E launched its 

own research publications repository, 

the RD&E Research Repository, to 

collate and publicise details of all RD&E 

authored research publications, 

including journal articles, case reports 

and conference posters. 

https://rde.openrepository.com/rde  

As we head into its third year, here are 

some interesting facts and figures: 

 The repository contains details of over 1250 articles, posters, case reports etc. 

 It contains over 230 full-text documents/files – all openly accessible. 

 Since January 2017 alone there have been over 250,000 item views and 

50,000 searches run. 

 There have been over 8,000 file downloads. 

 There have been thousands of site views from all over the world including the 

US, Europe, Australia and Asia! 

 

So the Repository really is a way to make your research outputs, visible, searchable 

and accessible!  It has also saved the R&D department a lot of time in terms of 

collating publications data for reporting. 

The best birthday gift for the repository would be for you to get involved, it’s quick 

and easy! 

Just let us know when you have a journal article accepted for publication, or if you 

https://rde.openrepository.com/rde
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have a conference poster to share and we’ll deposit a copy into the repository for 

you, and send you a stable URL link you can share on social media or with 

colleagues.  

Here’s how you can get in touch with us: 

 Fill in this submission form to tell us about your article 

 Email details to rde-tr.ResearchRepository@nhs.net  

 Contact Cate Newell at Exeter Health Library, 01392 406726. 

 

Here’s to another successful year of celebrating all the amazing RD&E research. 

Cate Newell 

RD&E Research Repository Manager/Reader Services Librarian. 

Andrew Hattersley grant application 

Congratulations to Andrew Hattersley who was successful in gaining a grant from 

NIHR Global Health. 

 

Further grant applications 

John Charity, Chris Clark, Andrew Sharp and David Strain have all been successful at 

stage 1 RfPB and will be submitting RfPB stage 2 applications in March. 

 

Other researchers developing bids include Oliver Stokes, Roy Powell and Julia Frost / 

Claire Pentecost (NIHR RfPB) and David Strain (HTA and EME). 

 

Good luck everyone. 
 

 

RD&E top recruiter in South West Peninsula to 

date 

Congratulations to the RD&E team for again recruiting over our annual target 

recruitment and we are still on target to meet  our “aspire to achieve” total for 

2017/2018.  

 

https://exeterhealthlibrary.wufoo.com/forms/rde-research-repository-publication-submissions/
mailto:rde-tr.ResearchRepository@nhs.net
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LIFT Study and RAF Study 
 

The Local Research Team finished recruitment for two long-running studies at the 

beginning of the year.  

 

An anaesthetic study – Post-operative pain relief for Total Knee Replacement: The 

LIFT Knee Trial (CI – Dr Fiona Martin) opened in 2014 with a target recruitment of 200 

patients. Furthermore an orthopaedic knee feasibility study – Radiological Follow-up 

of Alternative Reconstruction Technique study (RAF) study (CI- Mr Vipul Mandalia) 

opened in mid-2016 with a target recruitment of 50 patients.  

 

Both studies are now closed to recruitment and are in the follow-up and data 

collection stages, having successfully recruited the number of patients needed.  

 

Once the data analysis is complete, we hope for changes in practice within the 

hospital and larger, main studies to follow. 

 

EDGE International Conference: ASPIRE, 28th Feb 

& 1st March, Birmingham 

Despite the weather the EDGE Aspire Conference took place in Birmingham at the 

VOX Centre.  Tracey Hole, Information Analyst and EDGE Champion, was invited to 

hold two workshops at the conference, sharing the RD&E’s knowledge of how we use 

our EDGE instance.  EDGE is a research management system which empowers 

research managers, data analysts, research nurses, clinicians and support services to 

make the most of their information. 

                                         

The conference again focused on opportunities to improve the efficiency and 

productivity of clinical research.  The conference brought together members of the 

research community including research professionals from the NHS, Clinical Trial 

Networks and international organisations, allowing them to share knowledge and 

best practise with the aim to enhance clinical research across the UK, Canada and 
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beyond.                                  

(Tracey’s presentation slides from the conference can be found here, in case you 

never got the chance to hear Tracey speak, http://edgeclinical.com/s/Tracey-

Hole.pdf.) 

                                       

Tracey also had her poster “Patient Pathway – from start to finish” displayed at the 

EDGE conference.   

GCP Training Sessions – 2018/2019 dates 

Introduction to GCP - 9.3am to 4.00pm 
 

Thursday 8th February, R&D Seminar Room, Noy Scott House 

Thursday 15th May, Boardroom, Ground Floor, Noy Scott House 

Wednesday 15th August, Boardroom, Ground Floor, Noy Scott House 

Monday 12th November, Boardroom, Ground Floor, Noy Scott House 

Wednesday 6th February 2019, Boardroom, Ground Floor, Noy Scott House 

 

GCP Refresher (Trust Policy is every three years unless required sooner by Sponsor)  
 

Thursday 8th March, Committee Room, Noy Scott House – 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Friday 8th June, Committee Room, Noy Scott House – 9am t0 12 midday 

Wednesday 5th September, Committee Room, Noy Scott House – 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Thursday 29th November, Committee Room, Noy Scott House – 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Tuesday 29th January 2019, Boardroom, Ground Floor, Noy Scott House, 9.00am to 

midday 

 

Please contact Dawn Crofts in the Clinical Research Network dawn.crofts@nhs.net  

on 01392 408420 or book via CRN Learn on https://learn.nihr.ac.uk/  (CRN Learn 

Website) 

Research & Development – find us on the HUB 
 

https://hub.exe.nhs.uk/a-z/research-and-development/ 
 
 

Website now live 
 
 

Check out our new RDEResearch website https://rderesearch.co.uk/ 

 

Twitter 
 

Don’t forget you can tweet us too about anything interesting in research news 

@RDEResearch 

 

http://edgeclinical.com/s/Tracey-Hole.pdf
http://edgeclinical.com/s/Tracey-Hole.pdf
mailto:dawn.crofts@nhs.net
https://learn.nihr.ac.uk/
https://hub.exe.nhs.uk/a-z/research-and-development/
https://rderesearch.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/RDEResearch
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Facebook 
 

Look out for our Facebook page, RDEResearch. Now live…. 

https://www.facebook.com/RDEResearch/ 
 

Good News Stories 
If you have any Good News stories that you would like included in the next edition of 

this newsletter then please kindly forward them to myself, TraceyHole@NHS.Net for 

inclusion.  Many thanks. 

 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/RDEResearch/
mailto:TraceyHole@NHS.Net
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Points of Contact: 

Research & Development  
 

Chris Gardner, Research & Development Manager 

Christopher.gardner@nhs.net 

 

01392 406075 

Samantha Smart, Research Governance & Quality Manager 

Samantha.smart1@nhs.net 
01392 403041 

Cassie Brady, Lead Research Nurse for Clinical Trials 

Cassie.brady@nhs.net 
01392 406915 

Ali Kerridge, Assistant Research & Development Manager 

Alison.kerridge@nhs.net 
01392 403055 

  

Portfolio & Commercial Research 
 

Lisa Treeby, Senior Network Research Facilitator 

Lisa.treeby@nhs.net 

 

01392 403814 

  

Non Portfolio Research & Sponsorship 
 

Jo Lowe, Senior Non Network Research Facilitator 

Joanne.lowe3@nhs.net 

 

01392 406933 

  

Finance 
 

Mike Clark, Research Accounting Officer 

Mike.clark@nhs.net 

 

01392 406970 

 

Research Design Service 

 

Dr Rohan Chauhan, NHS Research Advisor 

rohanchauhan@nhs.net 

 

01392 406144 

Dr Roy Powell, RDS Consultant 

r.j.powell@nhs.net 
01392 403048 

 

Exeter Clinical Research Facility 

 

Maggie Shepherd, CRF 

M.H.Shepherd@exeter.ac.uk 

 

01392 408261 

 

RD&E Research Repository 

 

Cate Newell, Reader Services Librarian/Repository Administrator 

Rde-tr.ResearchRepository@nhs.net; http://exeterhealth.libguides.com/research 

 

01392 406800 

mailto:Christopher.gardner@nhs.net
mailto:Samantha.smart1@nhs.net
mailto:Cassie.brady@nhs.net
mailto:Alison.kerridge@nhs.net
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mailto:rohanchauhan@nhs.net
mailto:r.j.powell@nhs.net
mailto:M.H.Shepherd@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:Rde-tr.ResearchRepository@nhs.net
http://exeterhealth.libguides.com/research

